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Gentleman

To-day we meet to consider a delicate and diffiguestion. The
world progresses and with it there is change, nbt im our mode of living,
in our relations with our neighbours, in our methad administration and
many things besides but in our domestic arrangesrtest Our country and
our people have now come much more to the fore tvam before. That
alone should be an incentive to retain untarnish@dreputation as a brave
people, as a just people, as a human people: masthe fit progeny of our
forefathers. The heroes of a hundred battles, tteechampions of the weak
and oppressed. Yet there rests on us, accorditigetpresent standard of the
civilized world a stigma, a slur on our name whiminishes its luster.
They say we yet nurture the hated institution @vety; we, who are so
fiercely jealous of our independence, retain i Wbndage some of our own
people and abandon them from generation to geparai continue in that
state without lifting a little finger to sweep awaycustom unworthy of our

glorious tradition.

Whatever we may put forward in extenuation, andoae in reason
urge many points to show that the institution asvalent here differs from
what was current not perhaps thirty years ago inzider and Pemba or
some three quarters of a century back in MauritRrstish Colonies and
elsewhere and is as different in aspect as polasdas, yet, gentlemen, we
cannot but plead guilty to the charge in genera.W¥ve bond slavery in our

country, it may be it is in name only; but it istb.

We need not go deeply into the origin of the custamich lies hidden
away in the dim ages in the past when a conqueratmpn could find no

other use for the conquered people except in reguiisg their services as
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slaves condemned to propagate slaves till eterfibe descendants of
Hashanahs, the conquered slaves of the Puransioareas extinct as the
palaeozoic animals. We pass by the Grecian and Rop®iods, the
invasions of India from the Pauranic age down tstdnic times; and the
subsequent struggle for supremacy, with their tabésplunder and
desolation, the captures and triumphal processtbesgrowth and death of a
slave population; till under the ragis of some dedophilanthropists this
institution, which has on account of abuses inherent earned the epithets
of “barbarous and inhuman”, ceased to exist andais to-day in every

civilized part of the globe.

The other source of the traffic in human beinggashe found in
poverty accentuated by famine, in dire necessitichvparted children from
parents. We must not be so uncharitable as to sepat it was the love of
pecuniary gain but rather the more humanitariatinosto preserve life that
parted those who are in the natural course pambdio death. Apart from
military subjugation and economic necessity thererewand are other
sources which were and are criminal and immorainuist be remembered
that this institution is no part of our religionhether it stays or goes it does
no good or harm under that aspect. But there dreraspects in which it

touches us as closely as religion does.

The institution is as old as our religious traditithough it does not
form part and parcel of the latter. Leaving aside stories of Kadru and
Binata, of King Harishchandra, and others whiclufeggin the Purans, we
find that it has a place in the Smritis and Tantdsch regulate in our
domestic life, our dealings with slaves. In essdhedreatment advocated is

a humane one and forms the foundation of our treatraf them and of the
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legislation regarding their status under certarownstances. The institution
has become fused into our everyday life and hdsegadl around it the false
sanction of a custom. But customs generally keemationalism intact and
when they become effete are either discarded d¢d yl@ce to others more
vigorous. There are some which may have possestadperary utility but

have continued when that is passed until attensalrawn to them through
change of circumstances. Opinion amongst the ldgpoadits is unanimous
that so long as a change in custom does not vithetéasic principle of the
shastras it is permissible. So that it may be ilmgitely inferred that any
change or even abolition of this institution, tilmenoured though it is not
beyond the range of practicability. If such a costenoreover, is definitely
prejudicial to the best interests of the peoplee tommunity, and the
country, it is incumbent on us to change or aboltsforthwith for the

common good.

It has become worth our while to consider well dffect which the
system had and is still having on the slave comtguaund the rest of the
people in the country. Let us look at it from thew point of the slaves.
Will they have the same interest in their surrongdias their brethren who
are free like you? In your infancy you grow up mamosphere of love and
affection from your parents and relatives. They arious for your
education, to find for you some means of honegliliwod. You reach the
adult age, have a family and very soon you haveraehof your own or, it
may be, you share your parents’ roof and repayoroesextent the care
bestowed on you in infancy by taking care of thentheir old age. Mark,
gentlemen, how at each step there is an uplift murysense of

responsibilities, how you grow to look upon theml@agable duties rather
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than as tedious burden, how they expand your heatdsengender in you a
higher love: a love for your country. You resenpa&sions against it as
much as you would do one on your home. You becaowpeisitive on seeing
a neighbour doing well and try to emulate him aodbetter your own
condition. You have a motive for work and you fitieé reward not only in
your eamings but also in the happiness of the dees in your home. When
you enter the street at the end of which your hanbe it a lowly thatch or
a sumptuous mansion, your heart begins to beatyfastare filled now with
joy, now with fear; joy at the prospect of meetifigar at the apprehension
of any mishap that may have befallen in your absgetilt you reach your
threshold and enter the house, receive the greethgour dear ones and
kiss your children. You sit down happy and contémet. us leave the scene

there-may such multiply in the land-and turn ougseto the other picture.

Think of a slave. May be was purchased when vegngaand has no
recollection of his parents; still he is young doaks on with jealous hungry
eyes when you are showering kisses on your childkekind man granted
all are equally kind you have a kind word for thave boy. But children
instinctively discern the difference. He wondersver he had parents: if so,
where they are and why he is there, His little toi@nnot find a solution but
it sets him thinking. He begins to understand tinatre is a differences
between him and the rest. The sentiment grows, hesmcheart begins to
harden with age towards his surroundings, his masteousehold, his
neighbours and all the world. His childhood passes as yours has passed.
He is grown up and has learnt to know his posiatihough he has been
allowed to mix with your children and humbly shamme of their joys. He

Is your asset and you spend on him frugally, expga return. Your slave
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Is now grown up, he is one of your farm hands aaxilfeen taught his duties
carefully. You will be lenient with him as you knokind ness pays better
than cruelty. But he has learnt the bitter trutd knows he is a slave and is
in hopeless bondage, knows that there is the bv&sdrvitude on his brow,
while his co-workers, hired men perhaps of the hleogrhood, wear the
dignity of labour as a diadem which brightens tHeges and lightens their
work by the thought of those at home for whom tlaeg working. They
return after the days’ work and so does he but witlat different feelings!
You notice the gloom upon him, and find a mateHion, to attach him to
the house and of course, with the shrewd instih@ business man, to get
golden eggs laid for you. But how long can you ké@p contented? He
gradually realizes that the wife given him and thedren of his are not his
own in the sense in which they are to a free nfahel master cannot afford
to a keep the salve’s increasing family, or if lsiscumstances become
straitened, it is the slaves’ family life whichbsoken up first, the husband is
separated from the wife, the mother from the ctiMdny of you have heard
or read the story of Harishchandra and remembédrgpsrhow the king sold
himself, his wife and child to redeem his pledge tt® inexorable
Viswamitra. If they shed scalding tears at the ptathseparation, at last the
Gods on high took pity and reunited them. But todayhis Kaliyuga the
slaves may shed red blood instead of watery tgatsthe flint heart of our
custom and institution, more exorable than Vishweanidoes not melt.
What wonder then that the bulk of the slaves haakimd, lose all interest
in men and country, have no stimulus to work, hawe sense of
responsibility and gradually sink to the level @asts and chattels. This has

been very feelingly expressed in the following detp
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While asserting the universal equality of men tbetpleclares slavery
as altogether despicable and asks “Can the slawveinted amongst the
living?”

Gentlemen, you are perhaps thinking that the caktwo deeply laid
on, that light and shade have been unduly intextsifo give contrast. It is
readily admitted that there are households withtusgpenarian slaves
presiding over the family deliberations and prathicdirecting the family
affairs during the manage of the heir: there araskbolds in the hills
managed by the slaves while the owner and hisivetatare away on
business or pleasure; and that there are houseldldse but for certain
limitations the distinctions between master angesia practically abolished.
But look at their mentality under the limitationsdayou will readily admit
that cannot be different from what is depicted,eothse human nature
would not be what it is. If to-day you are told tlyaur earnings will not be
your own, all activities will cease, accumulatiorlwanish, prudence and
thrift be known in name merely, and people willeligsimply from hand to
mouth doing the least that will secure bare subistt can you expect the
knowledge of such restrictions to have any othé&ecefon the mind of a
slave? The evil of it was recognized and a law passed in the year 1978
investing the slaves with the right of ownershippobperty and devolution
by succession. But that has not produced any asisult as yet, no doubt
because the time of the slave being wholly his erast there is little
opportunity for him to earn much and all his pragpeemains confined to
his few personal belongings he has not built a homgurchased a farm to

give him a stake in the country. You build him anfly by marrying him,
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but do you not agree that half the enjoyment @ilitbe gone as soon as the
slaves realize that they maybe parted at the swideand convenience of
thesis masters? You say that the slaves’ inteltgeis low and that they
never think of these things. Are they more obtusantthe dumb cattle?
Have not many of you seen the exasperation of tve aoticed the tears
running down her cheeks, when such separation isibfg effected?
Besides, gentlemen, is it honorable of you to takkvantage of their
helplessness? Does it bespeak high intelligencehagid morality thus to
negate Nature’'s laws of family association, toficabn the ignorance or
obtuseness of a class of your fellow beings? Howthat may be, it would
be idle to expect the slaves to have the sameopatfervor, to have the
same interest in short, to shape themselves as ditirens like their

brethren, the freemen.

Apart from the mentality which is inseparable frdme institution it is
necessary to investigate what economic advantdganyi, is secured by
retaining it. This institution has been common ra¢ ime or another all over
the world. In most places it was the superior foufethe conqueror
exercised over the conquered, or barefaced robldmngh had brought the
so-called slaves into the possession of the owfidem-merchants’ as they
were called. The stronger people had obtained lapdorce of course, and
they required labour to cultivate it. The slave ohmants sold the kidnapped
people to these planters in open markets-yes, there regular markets for
dealing in slaves just as you now have to deahattels and produce! This
slave labour was used to bring vast lands unddivatibn. It was forced
labour was used to bring vast lands under cultvatit was forced labour

and required very harsh treatment to extract ashmnark as possible. The
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incentive to forced labour was the lash behind: HBfeves while they
worked looked behind: to protect their back whike tfreeman labours
looking forward to his hirevhich he knows will be proportional to his work
and upon which rests his hope of provision forfarsily and himself. There
is thus a fundamental difference between slaveulabad free labour, and
this was forcefully illustrated when slavery waslahed in many parts of
the world. The slave must be fed and clothed wihidtleeworks ill or well,
he must be nursed in iliness, and at death or ti@sdis value will have to
be written off as a loss. The slave will requireren@onstant supervision
than the free labourer, because sure of a baldfaetiver he works or not, he
will naturally prefer to do the least possible; yoannot starve him, because
his physical weakness will be your loss. The supityi of free labour to
slave is not a matter of mere speculation. Histtay proved it and | doubt
not that the experience of those who have occasiose both description of
labour in this country will bear out the fact. lmetpre-abolition days history
of the Hottentot colony at Kat River furnished aikehg example of the
difference in the quality of work of the same pe&opl an enslaved and in a
freed condition. They were considered as absolwtelghless as labour and
even the African Negroes despised them as a ladygaod-for-nothing
people. In the colony the freed Hottentots provhadniselves the most
industrious people and transformed the barren inbetthe veritable garden,
rich to overflowing in agricultural products. It $$avery which prevents the
slaves from acquiring industrious has its and whstimts their power of

exercising the virtues of prudence, foresight asdrdtion.
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General considerations of the superiority of fra®olur to slave labour
will hardly appeal to slave owners because thas Wwill stand in the way.
Their happy go-lucky-style of living can never saggto them the necessity
of testing the proposition practically, and uniey do so, no argument will
ever convince them of its truth. In the many domeastities such as fetching
fuel, fodder or water from a distance, there is aywo do them either
expeditiously or dilatorily. The hired labourer fees the first mode of
working as he fears dismissal and subsequent n@egment if he is slow
over his job. The slave, having no such fear, psefiee latter. Your threat
that you will sell him does not carry much weighthavhim as the slave
knows that it is all one to him wherever he is. Yalso know that you can
seldom get a better man, and chastisement will erlgsperate him and
might even make him run away. Even if you do natectb make the
experiment, only observe how the work of the hookklof your neighbor,
whose family is like your own, but who is not awdawner, is carried on
more expeditiously than at your place. In foreigumtries the masters had
to employ paid overseers to supervise the work lales and these
supervisors treated the slaves very harshly tagehuch work out of them
as possible. Even with such conditions at Pembanwd commission was
appointed prior to the abolition. Mr. O’ Sullivathe President put down
after experiments and recording of evidence, astisidered opinion, that
“The superiority of the free labour in Seychellsscampared with the slave
labour in Pemba is very striking. | should say ttieg Seychelles Negro is
fully three times more efficient, from an agriculil point of view, than is
the Pemba Negro under existing conditions.” Hereeng you do not treat
the slaves so harshly, it will perhaps be found tme hired man is equal to

two slaves in point of efficiently. Thus if you depe all your able bodied
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slaves by half the number of hired hands and pal &ster twice as much
as the expense you incurred for each salve replaoent work should not
suffer, neither should your expenditure increadeenl again, some slave
owners have to maintain unproductive hands sutheasld, the ill or infirm
and the young, along with those that are productiseder a hired labour
system this encumbrance will be removed, and theilebe some saving
too, that way. Furthermore, no slave owner can déay in maintaining
slaves he is exposed to constant risk of loss layhder desertion; and that
with a hire system he has not to pay a lump sumndasvhe has to do in the
purchase of slaves. In defence of the first stateriiee owner will perhaps
turn a fatalist. Argument with such is impossifée must not forget also,
that the household is increased by the additiosianfes and their dismissal
reduces the worry of the master on account oflthesis of a large number
of slaves. While considering the economical aspdéatlomestic slavery |
should not pass over the point urged by some nzatitat they can rely on
slaves for watch and ward over their property &y ttannot on outsiders,
because if the slaves violate that faith by anyhah®st action, the
defalcators, being the personal property of thetensscan under the law be
got hold of anywhere in Nepal. The hollowness @ #rgument should be
patent to everyone; for, any defalcator, be a slaweBani or even a
Darmahadar, can be prosecuted in any part of thatigo under the Laws.
The idea of forced honesty in slaves is absurd. tawnever make a people
honest or dishonest, and it is only secular, religiand moral education that
keeps people in the right path.

11
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The other point for consideration would be the yag on of
agricultural work. There are few who do not knovattho maintain many
slaves for only occasional work is a waste of mon&fen agricultural
operations are forward, slave owners as well asrgbeople call in outside
help for the labour required. There is an excel®ydtem of co-operative
labour supply known by the familiar appellation“Bfarma”. Under it every
household furnishes what labour it can in times t@nsplantation or
gathering-in of crops, receiving as much in retwiren its own farm work is
on. So that the economic effect of the abolitiorslalvery cannot be as dark
as some of the slave owners would have us bel®geetimes the help
available under the Parma system may not be sefiidor large holders of
land and then they call in what is known as “Bar&bour or
“‘Darmahadars”. These are different kinds of hirabour but with some
peculiar features of their own. The Bani labourersDarmahadara are
employed at other times too by middle class pedpbe.occasional work of
a day or more, Bani labourers are given food, afittla more besides as
wages, either in kind or money. The food can beagsfliin cost with that of
a slave, and the extra which varies in differertalities, will hardly be
found to be as much in value as the feed for tlye aften it is less than half.
The special feature of the Bani system is thatdbatract for service may
extend to a month, or to several months, or evea t®ar, and may be
renewed on expiry. In some of the hill districtee tterms are food and
clothing, and about Rs. 12 mohar per year. The tmdists of the current 7
pathis 4 manas per month and a mana per day fofktrega” or midday
meal of corn flour or rice or whatever else is klale; and the clothing of a
whole piece of “Khandi” and a blanket which lastsoat three years.

Generally the total inclusive expense works ouR® 6 per month. Upon
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enquiry from those who have occasion to employ tlyemwill, | am sure,
be told that Bani work is far superior to slave kvdf you make careful and
proper observations and calculations, you will fiha@t outturn from Bani
labour will be at least twice as much as that frelave labour. For feeding
and clothing a slave, averaging from figures frams districts, we arrive at
about Rs. 4 per head per month. So that while yuwguble the work from
a Bani labourer, you pay him only 50 pc more ang ttave something over
the expense you would have incurred for two slaiafie Bani labourer be
a female she will require only the extra paymenkimd or money over and
above the expenses that would be necessary fonadeslaves you will not
grudged that little extra expense when you redhae a Bani female servant
would be found thrice as efficient and industri@ss a female slave who,
even if plain featured, will pass most of her timeflirting with the men

slaves of the household or the neighborhood.

Since there is this system prevalent in all the districts, Bani
servents will very well replace the slaves employedomestic work. Here
again the question may be raised as to where-fromuech Bani labour will
be forth-coming, to which we might return the rephat liberated slaves
themselves will furnish what is required and witi,all probability, leave a

surplus behind, as only one man will be employedi@ry two let off.

One other case to be considered is that of ownkocshave allotted a
portion of their land to their slaves to cultivated feed themselves out of
the produce of the field. This is hardly a differeuestion economically
from what has been already discussed. Slaves havaative to produce

more corn by intensive cultivation: and the lanthisen over by the masters,
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they are bound to be more benefited than when i wader slave
management. Considered from every point of viewnthfeee labour is
economically superior to, and in every way moreirdeée than, slave
labour.

Some may say that though all that has been sdidies as | firmly
believe it is, the slave, when married, will begktldren who will furnish
additional hands in time to make up for the inferuality of work by
increase in the number of the workers. From comaitas entered into
before the fallacy of the argument should be salffent. Quantity cannot
make up for quality-several unwilling hands canpetforms as much good
work as can some willing ones, though few. A paoinf that, you must
purchase a woman slave as your first outlay inviér@ure. After she has
given birth to a child, you incur some expenses Ygayear to rear it up till
it is, say. Sixteen years old and becomes an ddult able to work. The
simple total shown in the appendix annexed. In white expenses have
been kept low to compensate for any light work yonay get out of the
young slaves, comes to Rs. 410/- nearly . If yod imavested this at the
outset at ten percent the annual return would leen enough to provide
extra wages necessary for a hired labourer or Bdmise work would be
twice as much as that of your slave. If you hackested the first outlay and
subsequent year to year expenses on your chilee,salv shown in the
appendix, at even ten percent perineum, a ratevatldy the usery laws of
the country, instead of the sixteen to thirty patgerevailing in the hills,
you could have earned about Rs. 1100/- which wbelé& handsome asset.
In fact, if the slave owners were to invest monbyst the high rate of

interest in the hills would gradually tall, to thmmense relief of the ryots,
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and with no less benefit to themselves; becausmvarl rate of interest is
more easily releasable and the capital less limbleecome a bad debt. Some
masters, however, say that they can recoup thes in another way-by
selling the child slaves. This inhuman practiceeyond all condemnation,
and is rightly looked upon as the worst feature¢hef institution. When the
practice is condemned even in the case of slavesanh aliens, how much
more reprehensible it is when applied in the cdsslaves who are our
fellow-country-men, and who are almost our equdiemiiberated? And do
the masters really gain? From figures in the appemdvill be seen that if
they had husbands the expense incurred for thechilel till the completion
of its sixth year, they could have earmned Rs. 286arly, and expenses on
every subsequent child invested as in the appendidd have brought the
masters about Rs. 60/- by the time. If the womaar b& children the saving
by investing the expenses would have amounted aatdRs. 98/- per child,
and if she bear eight children, to about Rs. 88 Tegal price which the
master can realize by the sale of such a chilchig Bs. 35/-, which is far
below what the master can earn by the method @&simvent suggested, and
that without incurring the obloquy attached to thatnous practice. Those
who say that they get better prices at prevailatgs should remember that a
woman of child- bearing age would also cost mosemntthe legal price, and
the larger sum and the other expenses, if investad the appendix, would
have brought them sums which it is very difficidt them to obtain by sale
of children. Again the woman may die, or may tut @ be barren, or less
prolific and, as infant mortality is so heavy hetlee child also may die
before attaining a saleable age. These probabilitiscount greatly the
expectations built by the masters. Investment &seat bearing advances is

but an instance. Other ways of remunerative empémyrof capital, such as
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horticulture, cattle-rearing, intensive cultivatietc. will no doubt suggest
themselves to you as more lucrative, and withoatlithitations attached to
this practice. Slave-rearing then, either for labou for sale, is not the
profitable business you believed it to be.

But this is not enough. There is yet another pcadiumiliating to any
nation amongst which it prevails and subversivenadrality. The law
provides option to the father, if he be a freem#irenthan the master, to
emancipate a child of his by a slave girl by payn@rthe legal amount to
the master of the girl. The farmers of the law tfwtuthat the father’s
feelings would be potent enough to procure the mmassion of his own
begotten issue. But alas! This has been a vain. Fopeprehensible practice
Is prevalent with some slave owners of giving slgwés to share the bed of
men who are themselves poor and needy and cannahogmate their
children who therefore remain slaves and the ptgpsrthe master of the
girl, to be disposed of as he pleases.

If the children were by the master himself, theyuldohave been
automatically set free under the law. Our bestniib@as have thus been
frustrated and have to the shame of all, led taliegd prostitution. What
example has been set to the family of the mastbs asuld descend so low
to circumvent the provisions of the law? It is lugls demoralizing ways that
slaves can be bred for the market bringing an amparofit to the masters
of the girl. It is difficult to distinguish betweethis and the keeping of a
brothel. And when every good man tries his bestlier suppression of the
latter, should you suffer the former to exist?dlliag slave children, parting
them from their mothers at a tender age, is remshke, this way of

breeding them is more so. It would not surpriseait&r this to be told that if
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disappointed with one man in the number of childbegotten, the masters
in some cases compels the girl to share the beshather just as a breeder
does with his cattle and lets one bull after anodeeve a cow; and all this,
let it be remembered, in a country where matrimorgkations are held so
sacred under the laws that the wronged husbaniibiseal to get the most
severe and humiliating punishment awarded to thelter@r! Is it not
extremely revolting? Not only that; often the masteduces the girls and
then to hide his shame makes them over to otherahtat depth has this
institution sunk the morality of the people! Youliwscarcely find persons
engaged in such trade prosperous; they cannotshideacurse of the Gods

rests on sinners.

Let us lift ourselves from this depth to the otlettreme where
through self-sacrifice practiced by owners in defee to ancestral
reputation, they permit themselves to be ruinedhliyging this institution to
their bosoms. They argue that the legacy of slasesived from their fore-
fathers must be maintained, though they might hbheen increased,
multiplying through generations. In some cases tbaynot find work for
the number they possess and think it would telliregatheir prestige to
discharge superfluous hands. Not only that, bug thest find other slaves,
male or female, to make couples with those thatsargle under them. For
that purpose some go to the length of mortgagimgy tlands, which often
they cannot release, as with increasing expensealiamdishing income the
margin becomes inadequate. Others distribute sdnméewr lands to the
slaves to cultivate and raise their own food cropsly utilizing their
services occasionally. The obvious solution of rthéifficulty lies in

liberating the slaves and using the services of @unich as they require.
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While regretting the false sense of honor and gestinder which they
maintain a white elephant, we cannot but admirer theman a feelings

which revolt against engaging in human traffic wite much nonchalance,
as owners of poultry, pig or cattle farm.

Many instances have come to our notice of latehasvictims of the
system have approached the Government for redifegsievous wrongs
done to them. A few typical cases only will be ased to show how that is
brutalizing the nature, blunting the sensibilitiaad even drying up the milk
of human kindness in some of the slave owners.ne ocase the owner
honored a slave girl with his attentions and hadhiéd by her. He was
abroad on service when the child was born and smdturn home he found
the issue of the unholy union dead. Then consciemage a coward of him
and, instead of liberating the slave and giving tiex position she was
entitled to according to law, he basely made herde another; but his
unsatisfied lust made him pay visits to the gigmwn her new home. Tired
of her life of concubinage, she came to us to gstige. Another case hails
from one of the eastern hill district. Picture touyselves a happy slave
family comprising of the husband, the wife, a seayold daughter, and a
baby boy of two years suckling at the mother’s streBut their happiness is
not to last; the master has sold them. His avdraeblunted all feelings of
the sympathy in him. The mother with the child at hreast goes one way
and the father with the daughter thrown in as aenakight, goes the other,
the two perhaps never to meet again. Think of theimy scene, digest it
well in your mind, and draw what moral you can. Yeis man has not
reached the refinement in cruelty to be exemplibgdhe last of the pathetic

tales | now narrate. The mother, a slave, had gbigh to seven children,
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and her master, despite her protests and teadyés, had already disposed
of one daughter and four sons by sale. The womarermpetition through
the Niksari Office, wrote that the bitter lamenttb& children at thus being
forced to separate from their mother sent a pangugh her heart more
acute than any she had ever suffered; that she sogdhresignation to bear
the misfortune and drew consolation from what wefs her; that she
submitted to it as the work of that fatality, thesult of the accumulated
Karma of her previous births, which had followed hke a shadow to her
present existence; but that when to her dismay hiduel-hearted master
arranged to take away the baby slave that wassstkling at her breast, her
endurance broke down completely, she supplicatddoeayed, as parents to
pray, as you and | pray to the Gods on high wherdéarest of our children
lies in the clutches of grim death to her mastes,drbiter of her destiny, and
to her as omnipotent in this crisis as fell Deatmdelf. But all to no
purpose. The adamant heart did not melt: the mastenpleted the
transaction. Then maddened at a treatment whichesgnted even by
irrational beasts, she came all the way to sebkdfMaharaja the common
father of all people.” Could do aught to allay tt@nsuming sorrow at her
breast. As this was so different from the ordinamp of complaints the
people concerned were sent for and the matterwasiigation turned out to
be true to the letter of the petition: the childihimBeen sold by a regular dead,
the Parambhatta. The master was asked if he diderbipity for the poor
woman, though a slave; what would have been tHenfeef himself or the
mother of his children if such an infant of theisre either forcibly taken
away or sold elsewhere; what reply could he makdisoCreator when
summoned to His presence to answer this chargehofmanity? He replied

and the purchasers replied that was the custoreirhills and the law did
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not forbid it. Now, what does it mean to us all7afso long as we permit
this sort of thing, every one of us must bear & jpathe sin, must share the
curse of the weeping mothers, in as much as weateléhe custom and
uphold such laws. The poor woman was given the evnéthal to free her

sold children according to the law which providleatton sale of slaves their
kith and kin or those interested can liberate tlmmpayment of the legal
amounts to their masters.

These and many other such cases have left an sapkeinpression.
It is difficult to overlook the fact that purchaaed sale of human beings is
prevalent in the hills. On the strength of having® spent money in the
purchase of a slave, the owner claim the descenddrihe slave, however
distantly removed, as his property, his chattespé sold to the highest
bidder from any locality irrespective of health other conditions and
separating them from their kith and kin. Perhapg ¥ell deny the injustice
and inhumanity of it, and will deny that it is aakeshameful, and grievous
wrong. The contrast becomes glaring when compartdd Band-has” who
agree to work without hire till they can pay ofetlbapital or work it out in
service. In their case if they die or escape nehdweir sons can be claimed
as property.: The lien for money exists but not te fperson of the
descendants. The defect is inherent in the sysfestaeery itself when we
permit rational man to have the same claim overféllsw-beings as over
animals and so long as this is permitted, the abwasel sufferings will
continue. Not only that, it leads to other resuits less serious than the

moral deterioration and economic loss refereeceforie.
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It has already been pointed out how the slave’stalignis shaped
without developing any attachment as strong as dha free man to bind
him to his country and his hearth and home. Theamim that is likely to
furnish the attachment and give him a motive ia Would, in the opinion of
some, consist in consecrating the natural ties detvhusband and wife, and
parent and child, and in preventing them from baegarated and scattered.
The consideration of these, along with many otheggsstions received, is
reserved for the end of this discourse. Let us Hellew where that
mentality leads to. A slight difference, some hhrdssome bad treatment at
the master's hands, or temptations held out by moig touts of labour
employers, who find in these slaves a fertile gbtm sow their seeds of
discontent, is enough to make them leave the l&niderr birth. Not only do
the discontented slaves go themselves but they ¢ttkers also who are
intimate with them. A few here, a few there, malkequite a respectable
number and the drain in such that it is felt. Thk 2f a slace spreads a
consternation amongst his fellows, who begin tonbie for themselves and
lose confidence in their masters. The sold slagainaif he has not already
escaped, finds himself or herself in strange compant asunder from the
little attachment he or she may have possessethé&pld household, on
being passed on to a new master. Evil effectsepthctice should be patent
to everyone. Thus detached, the slave falls an dagyn to the belief in the
wondrous tale of wealth and fortune awaiting hintndia which is skillfully
brought to his notice by recruiters for labour whovarious guise ply their
nefarious trade of catching the unwary in their ieib much caution cannot
be exercised against such selfish recruiters whegture their commission,
do not scruple to consign their fellow countrymenwoe and misery in a

foreign land. The freeman can, if he is wise, testveracity and standing of
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one who is trying to pose as his friend and guadel perchance may leam
his real character and past records in time to $aweself. But the slave
cannot make enquires, for his design to deserttiaelh be known, or at least
suspected; and thus left to his own judgment, heoipes the first to
succumb. The slave wants to leave the country whermeets mostly with
scant sympathy even with his lowly ambition of lgeirecognize as a
rational being. He knows that once away he is outgbod or at all events
for pretty long. But the freeman goes with hopesétorn and should ewil
betide him in his sojourn, he could wend his waynkp unless forcibly

detained.

Let us follow the fate of the slave deserter inidndAs soon as he
reaches the boundary the scales drop from his aygde begins to see the
recruiter in his true colours. The prospect of @ the British Army, an
alluring prospect for the military castes in themtyy, which was held out to
him as a temptation, vanishes into thin air. Peshlap is made over to
human sharks hunting for labour for employmentargé concerns such as
the Collieries and Plantations. If the slave i®mdle, all trace of her is lost
till one day she is discovered as a street walkanded, derelict, in a
hospital through devious ways followed by thoseruiéers to save
themselves from the laws of both the lands. If dembe goes to serve
underground in collieries practically as a chairgadley slave. Verify the
poor slaves have gone from the frying pan intoftresin their attempt in
avoid a harsh treatment at home they meet withrghbaone abroad. Tales
of the woes of Nepalese labourers in the Assami€@i@é have for some
time past been brought over to us. Steps were takescertain the truth

through officers sent by this government. The gouss tales were more
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than substantiated and when this government, waéhhielp of our friend.

The British Government in India, get those who weetained against their
will released from the bondage no better than sjaue their astonishment
and regret it was found. While some of them readigiled themselves of
the ways and means placed at their disposal torrébutheir country, there
were others who prayed to be excused from availlhmgnselves of the
opportunity. Enquiry brought to light the fact thitese were slaves; and
they prayed to be permitted to end their days someim a foreign land

rather than come here and meet the savage radeeiof masters. These
slaves, and perhaps many before them, in ignoraht¢ke Law passed in
1978 S.E. providing that escaped slaves who hasrde for three years in
a foreign land may, on return, claim emancipationpayment of the legal
amounts to their former masters, and those who leeen away for ten

years can claim to be liberated without having taken any payment,

preferred a lifelong exile away from their counsryd kith and kin.

An exodus of population from whatever cause is @@ of anxiety
and much concern to the Government of the counthys institution of
slavery is a fruitful source of such exodus andmnigch worse than the
temporary absence of freeman in quest of more renatine employment
abroad than is available at home. Such absencaast @f fortune is to be
found in every country; but the absentees retuihl@mg along with them
either wealth or new art, new skill and new knowledto enrich their
country. The exodus of slave population stands diffarent footing. They
go to escape persecution which cannot be dissdcfaben the institution
unless by an abolition of the practice. They ackfiarent to the advantage

offered by the legislation referred to, as theywribat, even if they can free
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themselves, those for whom they would come wouill rgmain in the
abject position of slaves; and their earnings aftamtaining themselves in a
foreign land are not enough to liberate them #alill be agreed that steps
should be taken if we wish to avoid serious diffi@s in the future. Since
1872 S.E. when the British raised the first GorkBattalion from the
soldiers of Amar Singh Thapa after the fall of Malathe people of this
country have been taken out to India by the reersiiof the British Gorkha
Regiments to serve in the British Army there. Butwould not be out of
place to utter a word of warning against the digsbrmmen, recruiters in
disguise, the enemies of the country who do nai@erto hand over their
fellow countrymen, slaves or freemen to the tendwrcies of labour
recruiters. The men thus entrapped unfold a talevoé¢ and misery in
comparison with which the dry crust which they cbearn at home by hard
labour would appear far preferable. Every one acdsua true patriot and with
love for our fellow beings should convey the wagito every home to
prevent as far as possible the unsophisticated ahéme hills from coming
to grief in this way. The freemen amongst the edtitie back home as soon
as they can get away and carry a more vivid warmmtheir emaciated
bodies, sometimes no better than skeletons, wherdénay go. But the

slaves, poor things remain away.

The absence of slaves, away in a foreign landgbrioss and trouble
to their masters, loss because of the money vdltteeslave which has now
to be written off, and trouble because the ownetlypdepended on the slave
for the carrying on of his work. It is a piece aogl luck that the institution
prevails in the hills only, as otherwise, since tesertion of slaves in an

attendant evil of the institution, the sufferingwa have been more wide-
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spread. Though death and desertion of the slavegtsoes handicap the
masters in their domestic and farm work, it is adyjuhat an abolition of
slavery as it prevails in the hills of Nepal wilttail very great hardship on
them. The contention requires careful consideratias otherwise the
Government in their attempt to improve the lot oéalass would be guilty
of involving another class, though a very small ,onetrouble. A careful
register has now been compiled of owners as welbfathe slaves they
actually possess. The number of owners accordindaeturns is 15,719
and the number held in slavery is 51,419. As thal tpopulation of the
country is about 55, 73, 788 we find that 55, 00,65it are neither slaves
nor slave-owners. They form therefore very neardy @c. of the total
population. Now if 99 p.c. can carry on their evdgy work without slaves,
it is curious that the masters, who are a littleraane quarter of the one p.c.
remaining, should feel abolition as a hardship la@dinder the apprehension
that their every day work will come to standstifl.it that the owners fear
that with the abolition of the status of slaverg thlaves themselves will
vanish? This absurd idea requires only to be statéa rejected. Such fears
might have reasonably been entertained by slaveemaaf the West Indies,
Mauritius and African islands where the populatiamsre aliens forcibly
taken from their homes and retained in slavery. &@n there it was found
that the freed slaves did not go to their erst-e/libmes but remained to
work on hire. Here the slaves are our own peopkk vahy should we be
afraid of dislocation in work by abolishing thetsis? The European pranters
and Arab slave-owners had greater reason to feagxadus because the
slaves with them were mostly aliens and their nunattso was very large. In
Zanzibar there were about 2,00,000 slaves to hess 1,00,000 freemen and
in the West Indies the slaves numbered somethkeg4,00,000 and these
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none too well satisfied with the treatment at tlzads of their Christian
masters. As this huge number of slaves cultivategrg large area and
could not have been easily replaced if they hacegomay, the apprehension
was understandable. But with us, with slaves wieodildren of the soil,
who have family ties and who are generally employedlomestic and farm

work in the home-land, such fears are baseless.

While owners will admit that liberation of slavesllwot dislocate
work in general, they say that for certain spewalk they will suffer; in
fact according to them such work, essential in dsiradife, will altogether
cease for want of proper labour. At present theytlsat slaves do such work
as the carrying of the “kalas” in marriage or thamifies” in transport and
that when liberated the slaves will object to dohswork which will remind
them of their previous status. This was just the gbargument used slave-
owners of other countries which, however, did noatemalize when
abolition came. In the abstract it looks plausiém®ugh, but in practical life
the force of it is much reduced. The liberated etawmust live upon work
and when that is made remunerative they are nelylito pick and choose.
In fact those who have to live by labour will nefuse work when they can
earn their living by it. The stress of the times i#roduced violent changes
in the once rigorously compartmented “Varieties'tlod different “Varnas”
and castes. That stress is a result of social eopn@and change of
occupation has now become so common as to havedgaactically to
draw the attention which it did in the past. In mgmarts of India, the
Brahmins regularly carry on the cultivation of théands with their own
hands. Many of you have been to Badrinath in coofsgour pilgrimages

and must have noticed the higher castes of KumadnGharwal, both hill
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men akin to ours, with sacred thread, engaged enwtbrk of porters and
“dolie” bearers. The Dharma Sastras say that imtked” such things are not
blameworthy. This kali Yuga may be taken as a owomus “apatkal”.
Consider all honest work as dignified and you widt lose in self-esteem,
neither become degenerate in morals. No one slioeuld trouble because of
the occupation he follows for his living, and I¢lse caste people become
perverse enough to create such trouble, laws haea framed to guard
against such communal abuse. It is provided thaimeoshould stand in the
way of another's earning his living by honest lahothat any one may
engage in any decent or proper work without inagriobloquy. These
should be found adequate to prevent the troubkhlito be engineered by
obstructionists. There is a death of the Jyapilertasai class of persons in
the hills, but there are other classes, such asrBaBhoteys in some places
and Pareghartis in others. To gauge the strengthhisf argument of
dislocation in work census figures have been suns@ar for certain
districts. These show that in nearly every placerd¢hare considerable

numbers of freemen open to engagement.

Slavery of the same kind as ours was at one tiregapent in India
and in the Malay Peninsula in such places as Panak elsewhere. But
neither History nor tradition shows that any traubt difficulty followed the
abolition. The slavery in the hills adjoining ouestern and eastern frontiers
was practically identical with ours. Since the @bmh they have got on quite
well. Neither therefore from consideration of cdrs in countries closely
analogous to our own nor from a common sense vieys @ appear that the
abolition of slavery is likely to lead to the cosion and trouble as

anticipated or apprehended by the present ownkis.hiad been a good
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institution it would have survived all attemptsget rid of it. When many
countries have abolished it, it would be foolishntaintain that those who
did so were less wise than we are. It would be tidlbe apprehensive that
we may fail where nearly the whole world has beeccessful. That would
be owning some inferiority in us and this imputatidf made by any
outsider, you would be the first to resent. In fatéhe judgment of the wide
world, even of a country like Abyssinia, which ybave read was the abode
of aborigines and which has very lately abolishtel legal status of slaves,
how could we maintain that we are in it the righupholding the institution
in our midst? Does not your conscience every momactuse Yyou

perpetuating a wrong to a class of your fellow beth

Let us study a little attentively the group of m&ho are owners.
Broadly they may be classified thus. First, we hiénese who have received
slaves as patrimony and who have maintained thesome cases at a loss,
for prestige, to uphold the honour of the househdltey detest the money
that can be got by sale of human beings, theirovellcreatures, in
appearance, feelings and sensibilities like thevaseand only thrown into a
position of perpetual servitude by an evil destiBuch owners have taken
care of their slaves as their children, have mdriileem, given them
assistance to rear their young children and sugpeit old parents. It would
not take long for these masters to be convinced tha institution is
fundamentally bad, and they would be the first tdumteer in this good
cause to liberate their slaves. The slaves arehatato them and they have,
therefore, nothing to fear on their liberation.sbme cases the slaves are so
only in name even now, then why should they not fim@man? The

Government have the greatest hope that such wecéorward in their
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numbers to offer the example and the lead neededdh a movement. The
Government count upon them most and expect noe tdisappointed. Then
come those who maintain slaves purely for theiotab Such owners have
apprehensions as to their future if slaves aredfrébe masters live perhaps
isolated and depend entirely on their slaves toyaan their household and
farm work. An attempt has already been made to stiatvtheir position
would improve under a free labour system, thatrtfear of a dearth of
labour did not appear to be well founded and wasnag ordinary economic
laws. They have the sympathy of the Governmenhéoftllest extent and
Government are prepared to consider any reasoisalgigestion they may
make to prevent dislocation of business and ats#imee time to ameliorate
the condition of the slaves. May we not expect thath owners also will
come forward to help the government in abolishing institution? Their
voice would be the deciding factor, and will they $0 hard hearted as to
vote against the slaves? Let us hope not. We contieet last group: those
who maintain slaves to carry on their perariouséran human beings; who
do not scruple to separate the husband from the thié mother from the
child; who do not scruple to resort to base methodsircumvent the law:
who hope to become rich by a trade upon which tégtcurse of heaven, a
trade which is overloaded with the leaden teagganénts and children. This
aspect of it is the most reprehensible, the mosbltiag of all. It is so
repugnant to the civilized world that they fell ididined to have friendly
intercourse with nations who retain the institutitimey oppose recognition
of such nations as civilized till an end is putittoApart from questions of
morality, leaving aside the growing number of désas amongst slaves to
the detriment of the best interest of the countrgl the Government, this

consideration alone is enough to compel any pregresGovernment to
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take immediate action to maintain its position e testimation of other
nations in this age of civil action. It is to bervently hoped that the

Government will have the support of all loyal sudvgeand all citizens who
take pride in the good name of this country.

The Government for a long time past have realizsdevery right
thinking man will do, that the institution is fralgwith evils. As far back as
in 1896 S.E. they promulgated a Lal Mohar in whaththe four “Varnas”
and thirty-six castes were emphatically prohibitexin recruiting or giving
any free man, woman or child into slavery. This wiasdoubt intended to
dry up the very source of the system. This hasguhg#o a law and has
been re-enacted under every. Successive Goverrsimeetthen. Subsequent
legislation was also directed towards ameliorattogdition of the slaves,
and anything which would be a crime if committechiagt freeman was
declared to be so when committed against a slam@eSenactments such as
the exemption of slaves from being captured antbred to their owners
during their sojourn in some parts of the countoghs as Naya Muluk,

Morang etc, were made ostensibly with the objecabdnizing such places.

Such enactments of a different nature dealing ®ajlourn in foreign
countries as also some aiming at a restrictionhenpurchase and sale and
bestowing a property qualification on the slave sawn, have already been
referred to. But the effect of the laws is not muclevidence and the reason
for that is not difficult to guess. Till recenthhd law codes remained
confined within the four walls of a court and kneadge of their contents
was the monopoly of the few. Now all that has clahgnd with the
progress of education, with the law codes placabimvreach of all, it would

not take long for even the slaves to pick up knalgkeof their rights. You
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are aware that if the slaves take advantage sonmbeotlauses, they can
practically become freemen. Morang and Naya Muluk @o longer the
unhealthy regions they were considered to be scraesyago; India is easy
of approach from nearly every point of the courdwying to the extensive
Railways marching with the southern frontier. Witre multiplication of
educational institutions, which are daily incregsidissemination of general
information has become more common, too. The iablat effect of all
these would be that the slaves, if not made freelldviind a way to become
so. It is merely a question of time. Then why noti@pate what you cannot
prevent, when by doing so you can cut your losseshbeecome the pioneers
of a patriotic and humanitarian movement in thento® Why not accept
what the Government is now offering, Why not makertue of necessity
and earn the gratitude of the fifty one thousandl ofdyour fellowmen? As a
wise people you should look ahead and fore-stallldle. The laws indicate
the feelings of the Government, their sympathy witk suffering of the
slaves and their efforts, unfruitful though theywvéahitherto been, to
improve the lot of those in bondage. But we do weny that the
Government are as much responsible for the comiceiaf slavery here as
salve-owners themselves. Their unfounded dreadittimaight bring distress
to the whole population, though slavery was limit@dincidence, their
vacillation in the past, together with some disimalion, possibly to incur
heavy expenses for compensation, formerly madendwe half-heartedly in

the matter.

The enlightened opinion of the civilized world, witvhom we are
coming into more and more intimate contact novgrisssing on us with all

its moral force in every matter and we are compeltemove in this matter
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also to be abreast of the times. You remembernkthhow, despite some
opposition, we totally put a stop to the heinouacfice of Sati-a practice
which was more intimately connected with our r@igby an enactment on
Thursday the 28day of Ashar in 1997 S.E. | now ask you what urmaeie

results have followed this abolition as apprehenoledhe small dissentient
minority then. Now knowing that this institution sfavery is founded upon
a wrong and unholy principle which permits a rasibbeing to have the
same right of property over another as over beagisanimal; knowing that
with the best organization it cannot be freed fiewits and vices inseparably
associated with it; knowing that the institutiondsgrading the morality of
slaves and their masters lower and still lower fabeg to day and above all,
knowing that the continuance of the institutiorour midst rests like a black
patch of tar on the otherwise fair name of theamatshall you not, shall not
the government and we all, exert ourselves vigdyotgs remove it at any
sacrifice, at any cost? We have learnt on the aiiyhof figures in the

register that the removal of slavery will affectya very small number of
us in the whole population. We see that 99 p.owfpeople even now are
living without slaves; that our own people, so &y,sliving in Datrjeeling,

Almorah and the adjacent hill tracts under almd&ntical conditions can
manage without slaves; we see that we alone lalioder the incubus, when
even countries known in the past as uncivilizedehbecome free from it.
Knowing all this it is fervently hoped that the mmaous opinion of this

assembly, the representative of the best in thd, lanll be that this in

human, barbarous, immoral and worthless custonubto@n end.
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If you are all agreeable, as | ardently hope yolll ve, let there be a
total abolition of this institution: an institutioso abominable in its very
nature that it should not be allowed to continuamy country and which, as
you all must feel, is contrary to every sentimdmattought to inspire the
breast of man. In order that the masters may nétders and to prevent any
possible dislocation in the social economy, thdofwing proposals are
placed before you for careful consideration anadiopi, with suggestions to
ensure practical success and to avoid difficultyd@tress and to either

masters or slaves. It is proposed that:

1. On and from a certain date, to be fixed as earlypassible in
consonance with general opinion, the legal staftsdavery do cease
and terminate throughout the kingdom of Nepal.

2. The owners be given the statutory price for evéayesheld by them
according to the register, over whom claim has ey established.

3. The slaves, freed from the fixed date are to beaped to their
former owners for a period of seven years: thahis slaves should be
bound to labour for their masters, the latter tume providing them

with food and clothing as at present.

It will be seen from the above that the Governmena disposed to
pay the statutory price for every slave on whom ¢laem of the master is
fully established, and that for seven years fronre thate of general
emancipation the owners will receive the additiohahefit of retaining
freed slaves as their workers without pay justhay tare doing todayubject
to the above proviso. During that time the monéinvested at the moderate
rate of interest at ten percent and the interede@do the capital at the end

of every year, will be almost doubled, while at tisually prevailing rate of
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interest at sixteen percent it will be nearly teebl All the liberated slaves
will remain with their masters for those years jsthe same way as if they
were not liberated, and it is hoped that the titfeneed will be sufficient for

the transition to system of hire. It is believeattfreed slaves will thus get
accustomed to the new condition of things. The bhrarge will also adjust
itself. The freed slaves having to do the same vewKreemen during the
seven years, will not find it objectionable to aooe doing so after the
period and will settle down as hired labourersha tocalities where they
are. In fact, if the masters utilize the time widct and gradually change
from finding the feed and clothing into paying regrnwages the transition
can confidently expected to be a smooth one, argdinanate many of the

apprehended difficulties which are more imagin&rtreal.

Questions of right and lien are involved in any esok of total
emancipation. To be fair to all when such doubiseaor when slaves
dispute the claims of their masters, the Governmehtgive each party
every opportunity to prove his or her statement.ti@nother hand failure to
have slaves registered would give rise to a stqanegumption against the
masters. It would of course be necessary to franes ifor the guidance of
investigating officers when the work is undertakand it is superfluous to
say that these will be considerate and calculabechihimize hardship and
expedite work. Now as regards compensation, statyoces seem to be the
best as follows. Slaves in this country are notegsiort of commodity which
they were considered to be in other places whexees} was prevalent.
There were markets where the prices could be stuainel averages struck,
but here, purchase and sale, though prevalentplake between individuals

and the prices they pay or accept are dependenh upany personal
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considerations and are not simple questions oflgugp demand. In some
places a purchaser is on the look-out for a slbaethere are none available
and if he is in urgent need or has taken a fanayn®he will and does pay
more than the statutory price. Another owner magspss too many and
would gladly part with some at any price offeredoifly he could find a
purchaser. Here of course the prices are determbyedecessity and
satisfaction. An attempt was made to collect pritem different localities
for the last sixteen years in order to strike aarage, and it was found that
for various reasons the price for a young femakeslof statutory age,
which is the basis of calculation in law, variedrfr Rs. 50 to Rs. 350. Thus
it will be seen that no average can be satisfdgtestablished, neither can
the actual price paid be taken as the basis becsuseost instances
trustworthy documents will not be forthcoming. Hertbe statutory prices

are the only practicable basis of calculation.

In the process of readjustment the old the infima ahe children
amongst slaves who used to be maintained by thastars as idle hands
will naturally become dependent, the old and infupon their adults sons
and daughters, and the children upon their pardm@ngst liberated slaves
those who can will work on hire after the sevenryeapprenticeship to
support themselves and their families; the ratdioé cannot be different
from the prevailing local rate. The wise master wie the interval of the
transition period to change the system of mainteadn wages in kind or
money and increase the same as the burden of dagesdhrown on adult
workers till the local rate is reached. Some old enfirm slaves may happen
to have no adults to depend upon and will probdigymaintained by the

masters out of charity as they are doing even 18me of them again may
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find an asylum in the Government charity homesthgir master, after
having received compensation from the Governmsr#giunkind as to drive
them away after the seven years period. This witbpbly be the usual
method of adapting themselves to the change. Tretemsawho will really
study their own interests will not hesitate to gikie liberated slaves a home
to live in and to treat them kindly so as to bihérm to themselves more
firmly than through the bond of slavery. A smalit gir advance in their time
of need, a little care and solicitude for their fas, goes a great way, and
grateful servants will be round more dutiful, intliaus and efficient than
dissatisfied slaves. One cannot help thinking thase who fear that the
slaves, after liberation will leave them wholesaee either exaggerating or
have treated them in such a way as to have causarta@esertion. Many of
the objections generally advanced against total nerpation have been
already dealt with and the advantage of free labehich is now the custom
all over the world, is proved by popularity. Themdor consideration now
Is whether the system of apprenticing freed sldwegeriod of seven years
would be preferable or whether you would preferrmlesale and immediate
emancipation to come into force on a predetermidegz. Upon a cursory
survey of the history of the abolition of slavetymll be found that in some
British dependencies the system of apprenticeslaip twed, while in some
colonies and other places immediate abolition wa$epred. It is a question
to be decided on the majority opinion of you alh the one side it will give
time for readjustment and will help to augment thenpensation and on the

other some may be inconvenienced by the arrangement
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If on the other hand you feel that total abolitiemot desirable at the
present time the Government compelled under circamegs already
detailed, will have to introduce certain measuresetadicate this most
glaring of abuses. The slaves must be given a @rezdrtainty in their
family relations by prohibition of the separatidnneembers of a family by a
purchase and sale. Traffic in slaves appears te baen repugnant to some
of our Shastrakaras. Apararks, the talented comm@nbf Yagna Valka
says thus:

In order words: in the opinion of the gifted sage®e who sells a
female should perform “Chandrayana” and one whis eimale should do

twice that penance.

Yanga Valka Smirti, Markendeya, Linga Bhavisyottaad
other Puranas countain many particular injuncticagainst the
practice for example in Vishnu Dharmottara we have:

Those among the ‘Dvijas’ (i.e. who wear the sat¢hedad) who
out of greed sell a daughter, a horse or a slavebgirn and brought
up in their households, will be born in this eash “Vyadhas” (the

low class hunters) after having suffered endledsites.
Then again in Debaladharma Samhita:-

l.e. the “Dvija’” who having assiduously got a slagel for his
household work, sells her afterwards reduces hinteelthe level of a

“Chandala” in this world.

A typical one from Markandeya Purna provides that:-
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This means that Dvijas who take slave girls fornehrpurpose
become fallen; the (merit of) every day religiousrky those undertaken for
particular occasions, as also those for fulfilmehtesires of these sinful
men, all become lost; these obsessed (men) wogedndeate to low caste

“Chandalas’ were they to sell the girl slaves.

So let us stop purchase and sale of slaves andasiepaof members
of the family from each other: let the law provigiran opportunity of
emancipation for any slave when about to be saidnhde more effective
and comprehensive by the Government itself takiagepof the kith and kin
when none comes forward. The government will belyga buy any slave
or slaves whenever the master is inclined to pah them and to liberate
such after the purchase. The liberated slaveshaile the option to continue
with their erstwhile masters as hired labourersodeave them as they may
think suitable. Another effect will be to make thk@aves more industrious
when they know the law, of which at present theyeap to be ignorant, that
whatever they earn would remain their propertyit@ ghem an opportunity
to build a home out of such earnings. Thus twoginow wanting to attach
them to their land of birth will have been achievBdt a little consideration
will show that the Government cannot stop here.nEwden the purchase
and sale of slaves is stopped, the growth in staygilation from new births
will still continue. The Government cannot be expdcto take upon
themselves an unlimited liability of buying up sudhldren for an indefinite
period, in order to set them free. So another lalWhave to be passed along
with those referred to just now that children betither of slave parents or of
slaves and freemen, after a specified date, wilfrbéeifso facto. That date

will be fixed when the Government are in possessbrihe considered
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opinion of the assembly. But as the avowed purgéshe Government is
the abolition of slavery to remove the slur whielts on the country, and as
that object can never be achieved unless and siait is made in right
earnest, they intend to liberate all slave childo#mine years of age or
below on the said date by paying the statutorygsrito the owners. On the
announcement of the date, owners of such slavedrehilshall be permitted
to put in and prove their claims before the coustitt court on pain of
forfeiting such claims if they fail to do so. Thed¢d children, till they attain
majority, will remain with the masters of their pats rendering such
services as they are capable of. Thereafter thdlybeileft free in their
choice of masters. While fresh recruits to slavesryrohibited by earlier
enactments the one now proposed will stop accretiothe number by
births. Even in this way it will take a long time éradicate the institution,
during which the stigma will continue to rest ore toountry. But if the
majority opinion adopts this as preferable to tatadlition the Government
will take view into careful consideration and mayee to it as a preliminary
step to total abolition. In fact such laws weresgalsin some places such as
in Zanzibar in 1889 and 1890 A.D. prior to the kataolition in 1897.

As | have said at the opening, it is a delicatestjas, it is a social and
an economic question, concerning a little more @iaty seven thousand of
us, about sixteen thousand of whom are owners haddst slaves; and
though this number is small, very small indeedcamparison with total
population yet it is of importance enough to reguihat we should take
counsel together and adopt such measures as aedaguon to be the best.
The whole subject has been discussed from manyspoinview but just as

the weaver alone knows where exactly the shoe ps)dhe slaves and the
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owner will be the parties best able to see whetiehe pros and cons have
been considered. You are all invited to represent ppinion, on the many
topics of today discourse, in writing under youmtaand seal for the
consideration of the Government. The alternativessat forth before you
and if you can point out others so as to achieeeaddiect or, if you think
one preferable to the other, your views will haveper weight in the action
which Government may take. You know that a goodoacts its own
reward, as it secures for you the favour and agtrom of God Almighty
before whom there is no distinction of slaves ar fmen; you know the
religious merit attendant upon the liberation aivels and you will surely
participate in it by your active co-operation witte Government in ending
the institution; yea, even in helping to ameliortheir condition. | have
already dedicated a sum of fourteen lakh Rupeeth®owork and | shall do
my best to secures as much more as will be negesépart from the
demands of Religion, Justice and Humanity no meamnsiderations in
themselves, recollect that the best and vital esisr of society the good
name of the country, the weal and woe of fifty-dneusand of your fellow
beings held in slavery-slavery of body and sout-resyour hands; so that
the opinion that you will give, will be one uninflaced by any selfish
consideration, will be one which might with progyiecome from the
sessions of the great and mightily ancestry whsde pride of the country.
Gentlemen, what | have said | have said from aesehgublic duty. | have
no hostility to the owners of the slaves: compdaosato the owners,
emancipation to the slaves, these are my desirgs;, it just the
consummation on which all my hopes are plantedtanghich | earnestly

beg you all to give your most vigorous help.
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With earnest prayers to God that He may give usvigtlom to select
the proper course, courage to pursue it, abilitgedorm our allotted part in
it and turn the heart of all to feel for and in€elios to help those held in vile
bondage, let me bring this long discourse to aeclimnking you for the
patient hearing you have given to it and big witbpé that with God
overhead and heart within we shall be able to aehsiccess in the good

cause in which we are all engaged.
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APPENDIX A

The schedule below shows the calculated out-tuthensame period

in which a child completes his or her sixteenthry&ahe money spent on

the first outlay and the year to year expensese\pat out at various rates of

interest. The maintenance expense for the motherbban left out as the

master is recompensed for that by her services.

When same | When same| When same
) ) ) Taken
is putoutat |isputoutat| isputoutat | |
i sim
Particulars of expense. 10% 16% 20% ply Remarks
Initial outlay on a girl 120.00 120.00 120.00
120.00
Interests for the year 12.00 19.20 2400
Total 132.00 139.20 144.00| 120.00
Lying-in  and sundry
10.00 10.00 10.00| 10.00
expense.
142.00 149.20 154.00
130.00
Maintenance, lyear 000 000 000
000
Interest for the year 14.20 23.80 30.80
Total 136.20 173.00 184.80| 130.00
Maintenance, 2year 000 000 000
000
Interest for the year 15.60 27.60 36.80
Total 171.80 200.60 221.60| 130.00
Mai ntenance,ré year 000 000 000 000
42
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Interest for the year 17.1 32.00 44.20
Total 188.90 232.60 265.80| 130.00
Maintenance,tﬁyear 12.00 12.00 12.00
12.00
Interest for the year 18.80 37.10 53.00 at Rs. 100 pe
month
Total 219.70 281.70 330.80| 142.00
Maintenance,”?iyear 12.00 12.00 12.00
12.00| Do. Do.
Interest for the year 21.90 44.90 63.00
Total 253.60 338.60 408.80| 154.00
Maintenance,téyear 15.00 15.00 15.00
15.00
Interest for the year 25.30 54.00 81.60 at Rs. 125 pe
month
Total 293.90 407.60 505.40| 169.00
Maintenance,“?year 15.00 15.00 15.00
15.00
Interest for the year 19.30 65.10 101.00 at Rs. 125 pe
month
Total 338.20 487.70 621.40| 184.00
Maintenance,tByear 18.00 18.00 18.00
18.00
Interest for the year 33.80 77.90 124.20 at Rs. 150 pe
month
Total 399.00 487.70 621.40| 202.00
Maintenance,tgyear 18.00 18.00 18.00
18.00
Interest for the year 39.00 93.20 152.60 Do. Do.
Total 447.00 694.80 934.20| 202.00
Maintenance, 10year 24.00 24.00 24.00 at Rs. 2.00 pe
24.00
Interest for the year 4470 111.00 186.80 month
43

www.lawcommission.gov.np




www.lawcommission.gov.np

Total 515.70 829.80 1145.00{ 244.00
Maintenance, ﬂyear 24.00 24.00 24.00

24.00
Interest for the year 51.50 132.60 229.00 Do. Do.
Total 591.20 986.40 1398.00 268.00
Maintenance, f?year 27.00 27.00 27.00

27.00
Interest for the year 59.10 157.70 279.60 at Rs. 225 pe

month

Total 677.30 1171.10 1704.60| 295.00
Maintenance, f@year 27.00 27.00 27.00

27.00
Interest for the year 67.70 187.40 340.80 Do. Do.
Total 772.00 1385.50 2072.40| 322.00
Maintenance, fﬁyear 27.00 27.00 27.00

27.00
Interest for the year 77.20 221.60 414.40 Do. Do.
Total 876.20 1634.10 2513.80| 349.00
Maintenance, foear 30.00 30.00 30.00

30.00
Interest for the year 87.60 261.40 502.60 at Rs. 250 pe

month

Total 993.80 1925.50 3046.40| 379.00
Maintenance, f%year 30.00 30.00 30.00

30.00| Do. Do.
Interest for the year 99.30 308.00 609.20
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The schedule below shows the calculated out-turthensame period in
which a child completes his sixteenth year, foroselc and subsequent
children by the same mother, if the money spent y@gear were put out at

10 p.c. per annum. The maintenance expense fandtieer is left out on the

APPENDIX B

same considerations as given in the previous ajpaend

Particulars of expense

When same put out at 109

Sartaken simply

Remarks

Lying in expense 10.00 10.00
Interest for the year 1.00 -

Total 11.00 10.00
Maintenance, lyear 0.00 0.00
Interest for the year 1.10 -

Total 12.10 10.00
Maintenance, ®year | 0.00 0.00
Interest for the year 1.20 -

Total 13.30 10.00
Maintenance, Siyear | 0.00 0.00
Interest for the year 1.30 -

Total 14.60 10.00
Maintenance,Ayear | 12.00 12.00
Interest for the year 1.40 -

www.lawcommission.gov.np

45




www.lawcommission.gov.np

Total 28.00 22.00
Maintenance, Byear 12.00 12.00
Interest for the year 2.80 -

Total 42.80 34.00
Maintenance, B8year 15.00 15.00
Interest for the year 4.20 -

Total 62.00 49.00
Maintenance, ¥ year 15.00 15.00
Interest for the year 6.20 -

Total 83.20 64.00
Maintenance, 8year 18.00 18.00
Interest for the year 8.30 -

Total 109.50 82.00
Maintenance, 9year 18.00 18.00

Interest for the year 10.90 -

Total 138.40 100.00

Maintenance, 10year | 24.00 24.00

Interest for the year 13.80 -

Total 176.20 124.00

Maintenance, 1lyear | 24.00 24.00
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Interest for the year 17.60 -
Total 217.80 148.00
Maintenance, 12year | 27.00 27.00

Interest for the year 21.70 -

Total 266.50 175.00

Maintenance, 18year | 27.00 27.00

Interest for the year 21.70 -

Total 320.10 202.00

Maintenance, 1%year | 27.00 27.00

Interest for the year 32.00 -

Total 379.40 229.00

Maintenance, 1Byear | 30.00 30.00

Interest for the year 37.90 -

Total 447.00 259.00

Maintenance, 1'6year | 30.00 30.00

Interest for the year 44.70 -

Total 521.70 289.00
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APPENDIX C

In this schedule the price of a slave woman isrtaeRs. 350/- and the

calculation has been carried in the same way #eiother appendices.

When same is

When same is

When same is

—

117

t
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Particulars of expense Remarks
put at 10% putoutat 16% | put out at 20%
Price of a girl 350.00 350.00 350.00 The calculated
Interest for the year | 35.00 56.00 70.00 out-turn  of the
sum to be spen
Total 385.00 406.00 420.00 on the first child
— according to this
Lying-in expense 10.00 10.00 10.00 schedule, on th
395.00 416.00 430.00 completion of the
sixth year would
Maintenance, lyear 0.00 0.00 0.00 be Rs. 742.00|
Interest for the year | 39.50 66.50 86.00 For 5 others, a
the rate of Rs
Total 434.50 482.50 516.00 6200, the sum
would be Rs.
Maintenance, ®year | 0.00 0.00 0.00
31000, or a tota
Interest for the year 43.40 77.10 103.20 of Rs. 1052.00
which, if
Total 477.90 559.60 619.20 o
distributed over
Maintenance,dyear | 0.00 0.00 0.00 6, would produce
an average O
Interest for the year 47.70 89.40 123.80
about Rs. 175.0
Total 525.60 649.00 743.00 each.
Taking 8
Maintenance,tﬂyear 12.00 12.00 12.00 . .
children in the
Interest for the year 52.50 103.80 148.60 same way the
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[

Total 590.10 764.80 93.60 average il
come to abou
Maintenance, Byear 12.00 12.00 12.00 Rs. 147.00 pe
Interest for the year | 59.00 122.20 180.60 child.
Total 661.10 899.00 1096.20
Mainte nance,‘Byear 15.00 15.00 15.00
Interest for the year 66.10 143.80 219.20
Total 742.20 1057.80 1330.40
Mainte nance,“?year 15.00 15.00 15.00
Interest for the year 74.20 169.10 266.00
Total 831.40 1241.90 1611.40
Mainte nance,‘éyear 18.00 18.00 18.00
Interest for the year 83.10 198.50 322.20
Total 932.50 1458.40 1951.60
Maintenance,t@year 18.00 18.00 18.00
Interest for the year 93.20 233.20 390.20
Total 1043.70 1709.60 2359.80
Maintenance, fbyear 24.00 24.00 24.00
Interest for the year 104.30 273.40 471.80
Total 1172.00 2007.00 2855.60
Maintenance, ﬂyear 24.00 24.00 24.00
Interest for the year 117.20 321.10 571.00
Total 1313.20 2352.10 3450.60
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Maintenance, f?year 27.00 27.00 27.00
Interest for the year 131.30 376.30 690.00
Total 1471.50 2755.40 4167.60
Maintenance, f@year 27.00 27.00 27.00
Interest for the year 147.10 440.80 833.40
Total 1645.60 3223.20 5028.00
Maintenance, fﬂyear 27.00 27.010 27.00
Interest for the year 164.50 515.60 1005.60
Total 1837.10 3765.80 6060.60
Maintenance, 1“5year 30.00 30.00 30.00
Interest for the year 183.70 602.40 1212.00
Total 2050.80 4398.20 7302.60
Maintenance, f%year 30.00 30.00 30.00
Interest for the year 205.00 703.60 1460.40
Total 2285.80 5131.80 8792.00
50
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APPENDIX D

Valueof Rs. 100in 9yearsat 10 and 16 p.c. is given below.

Description. At 10 p.c. At16 p.c. Remarks
Capital 100-00 100-00
Interest #year | 10-00 16-00
110-00 116-000
nondu 11-00 18-50
121-00 134-50
ngrd 12-10 21-40
131-10 155-90
v gt 13-30 24-90
146-40 180-80
wpth 14-60 28-80
161-00 209-60
ngth 16-10 33-40
177-10 243-00
wth u 17-70 38-80
194-80 281-80
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ngthe 19-40 44-90
214-20 326-70

wgthe 21-40 52-10
Total 235-60 378-80
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Showing free and slave popul ation of thedifferent didricts.

APPENDIX E

From census figures of 1997 S.E.

Figures of 1980 §

Percentage

Total number off Population, Percentage Percentage
houses including including of slaves to of  slave
o both puccal slave owners total owners to
Name of districts. buildings  and| less numbel Slave population house
Slaves Total Slaves.
thatched houses. of slaves. owners. of owners
Districts. taking one
owner each
house
Inside the valley 64440 305580 1409 Yo 4/5
1329 206909 534
Outside the valley 10361 59860 214 1/3 1
241 60101 109 &=
West No. 1 74801 365440 1623 1 1%
1570 367010 643
West No. 2 38897 163895 1393 12 2%
1356 165251 603 Z
West No. 3 14597 78183 1071 2
1015 79203 403 5
West No. 4 14076 81225 1 4
82160 478 1385 1 -
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Palpa and Gulmi 20523 179072 180417 1428 5082 23 E
Pewthan 63615 370207 376900 2206 7492 6 1
Dang sallyan 21345 120387 122063 527 1629 2 .
Doti 36531 213104 214320 200 1027 1_1: l;
Baitadi Dedeldhura | 24332 153220 153220 278 1030 2 ;
Dahilekha 9116 77302 77805 145 507 13 ot
Jumla 11780 83750 84173 87 328 i -
Kaski lamjung 14296 88433 89022 381 1220 2.5 °
1

Palawang 278517 1607679 19960 162763 6741 l% 3'_-
Jajarkote 23775 136044 3521 9 1483 51 1
Bajhang 700 4475 50 139565 27 1-3 l%
Bajura 12137 73379 205 4530 69 1 )
East No. 1 5321 42596 447 3974 109 53
East No. 2 2483 19840 371 43043 56 :
East No.3 45006 276543 4689 20220 1744
East No. 4 323523 1844222 26649 281232 8485

39669 211381 2322 190887 810

31785 172921 4151 1 1366
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20699 104768 3338 213703 1478
Dhankuta 58784 340818 3214 353062 1404 4307 | 4307 1-1/4
llam 14970 87028 447 87475 152 152 518 3/4
Birgunj, Bara, Parsa, | 215865 1191061 18025 | 120908 6221 20595
Routhat 77065 414515 142 6 23 69
Mhutarti, Sarlahi 71279 470900 392 414657 43 111
Sapatari 62766 377488 516 471292 115 368
Udaipur 9032 48397 68 377855 126 525
Morang (Biratnagar| 36257 211240 14 48913 44 121
Jhapa) 18156 122269 26 211308 2 6
Khajahani, Sivaraj | 555,44 184555 1 122283 |3 4
Palhi Maikhand 17406 104455 1 184581 1 6
Bankey, Bardia 4777 46815 322 104466 7 i
Kailali, Kanchanpur | 4 o¢ 56294 2 46816 6 25
Makwanpur 1425 9537 14 56516 12
Kandrang 2088 20508 2 8550
Chitwan 351 2726 33 20520
Soonar 3069 17289 2728
55
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Surkhet 17327

343420 2087001 1820 208882 370 1247

Total for the whole kingdom of Nepal

# N.B. The figures for the total number of houses here are taken from the Census of 2968 SE. as the figure

of
Courtesy: Kanoon Sambandhi Kehi Aitihasik Abilekhahuru,
Kanoon Byabasaye Club, 2063
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